
An 
interactive 

EASTER
trail 

resource

Find and scan QR codes 
to discover the reason 
for the season

Flexible for use in a variety 
of settings – around your 
community, as a class 
activity in school, for a few 
families over Zoom… 

part of the 
on the trail
series
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In Search of Easter 
is a treasure hunt 
for children and 
families, using a 
series of poster-
style clue sheets 
to encourage 
conversation and 
help piece together 
the Easter story and its 
significance. 

Time: Ideally, over the course of a week 
leading up to Easter, but this will depend on 
your context (see page 5).

Where: In predetermined local areas, parks, 
high streets etc. For suggestions of use in 
other contexts see page 5.

Age range: Families with children aged  
5 to 11.

You will need:

• colour copies of the main poster and 
clue sheets

• a pen or permanent marker
• a laminator and laminating pouches 

(desirable, not essential)
• string, cable ties, sticky tack or 

something to secure the main poster 
and clue sheets in place.

How does it work?
Five clue sheets are displayed around the 
chosen treasure hunt area. Three of these 
clue sheets contain QR codes, which can 
be scanned to access video clues. The other 
two clue sheets have puzzle or picture clues, 
with a task to do as the participants explore 
the local area.

Each of the clues contains a hidden letter, 
and these five letters can be rearranged to 
create the password for a final video that 
links together the stories experienced in the 
clues.

Families will not need to find or scan the 
clues in any particular order for the treasure 
hunt to work.

Included in this pack are the resources you 
will need to run the treasure hunt:

Main poster
Designed to be used as 
both an introduction to the 
treasure hunt (where families 
should start their search) and 
also as a publicity flyer to 
share locally. The QR code 
on the main poster leads to 
an introductory video that 
explains what the treasure hunt is about. To 
view the video without scanning the code, 
go to: https://youtu.be/yNK_TQXPEp4

Clue sheet 1 (two  
pages)
The story of Palm 
Sunday with an activity 
for the children (hidden 
letter: R).
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Clue sheet 2
Peter’s denial. A video story, 
accessed by scanning the 
QR code on the clue sheet 
(hidden letter: i). To view the 
video without scanning the 
code, go to: https://youtu.
be/6ZNjbW6BJD4

Clue sheet 3 (two 
pages)
At the cross, with an 
activity for the children 
(hidden letter: s).

Clue sheet 4
Nicodemus’ story. A video 
story, accessed by scanning 
the QR code on the clue 
sheet (hidden letter: e). 
To view the video without 
scanning the code, go 
to: https://youtu.be/
GHX9X8ZN3wU

Clue sheet 5
Easter day. A video story, 
accessed by scanning the 
QR code on the clue sheet 
(hidden letter: n). To view the 
video without scanning the 
code, go to: https://youtu.be/
KCYgfNj13G8

Having found each of the five clues, and put 
them together to spell ‘Risen’, participants 
can then access the final video. This is 
found by clicking on the Piece it Together 
button displayed beneath each of the clue 
videos (see below) or scanning the QR code 
on non-video clue sheets 1 and 3. When 
prompted, participants should enter the 
password R-i-s-e-n. 

For the participants, the final video can 
only be found by clicking the button after 
scanning any of the QR codes. Organisers 
can view the final video without scanning 
the QR code by going to: https://vimeo.
com/514272459

QR codes are very easy to scan and most 
modern phones can scan them just by 
opening up the camera app and pointing 
the camera at the QR code. A banner 
or notification will appear inviting the 
participants to follow the link, where they 
will be able to watch the video clue. Several 
free apps are also available for scanning QR 
codes.  
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Choosing your location
It’s important to make sure that you choose 
a good location for your treasure hunt. 
A local park or other publicly accessible 
community space (such as a churchyard or 
row of local shops) is ideal. 

You must always gain permission from local 
authorities, businesses or landowners before 
putting up the main posters and clue sheets 
on their property. (A sample permission 
letter is included in this document on 
page 8.)

Be sure to place the clue sheets within a 
small enough radius for families to walk and 
search. You should indicate this radius in 
the relevant box on your information poster. 
You should only place one copy of each of 
the clue sheets within your agreed radius, to 
avoid confusion. 

If you think your location is likely to be 
popular, you may want to consider 
displaying a copy of the main poster 
alongside each of the five clue sheets. This 
means that someone who stumbles across 
the treasure hunt is more likely to be aware 
of what they have discovered and will be 
better able to decide whether or not they 
would like to engage.

Make sure the clue sheets are easily 
identifiable and not too well hidden. When 
placing your main poster(s) and clue sheets, 
be aware of memorial benches and other 

things that have 
meaning to the 
community, and 
avoid displaying 
the posters there. 

Set dates for when 
the main poster 
and clue sheets 
will be displayed 
from and taken down 
by, and let the relevant 
people or organisations know 
these. We recommend keeping the clue 
sheets up for around one week before 
removing them.

The QR codes provided in this pack are 
designed to look sufficiently different from 
the ones being used by businesses as part 
of the NHS Test and Trace app – but if you 
think they need to be further differentiated, 
feel free to add your own graphics or 
imagery.

Preparation
1 Add your church’s details to the main 

poster – name, logo, website/social 
channels – either before printing it off, or 
write them on by hand afterwards. Print 
as many as you need for your location, 
and laminate them, if possible. You may 
wish to use (reduced size) copies of the 
main poster as publicity flyers to give to 
local families. 

2 Publicise well. Let your church know 
about the treasure hunt. Ask parents 
to circulate the details among friends 
and family. Publicise on social media 
channels and local group pages.

3 Pray for good connections, for families 
to engage and have fun, for children 
to explore the Easter story and why it 
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is so important. Pray for families to get 
in touch with your church, so you can 
continue journeying with them.

4 Print the clue sheets. Laminate them, 
if possible, and find suitable locations 
within the local area (with permission) 
to display them. Note that two of the 
clue sheets are in two parts (clues 1 and 
3) – you will need to display both parts 
together. Attach them in place (with 
a copy of the main poster alongside, if 
necessary). Attach the main posters to 
the entrances of your treasure hunt area 
to give information and context. 

Safety considerations
You should ensure all activities are run in 
accordance with current government policy 
and local restrictions. As local restrictions 
can change, be sure to check them when 
both planning and running your treasure 
hunt.

This treasure hunt uses QR codes, so 
responsibility is with parents to oversee 
children when scanning the codes and 
engaging with the material. The content 
behind the SU branded QR codes is child 
friendly and appropriate for all ages to 
engage with. 

Before running the treasure hunt, ensure 
that you have both scanned the codes and 
watched the video content so that you 
are aware of what you are offering to your 
community and can answer any questions.

The event
During the event, visit your treasure hunt 
area regularly to check that posters and 
clue sheets are still in place. Keep your eyes 
open to see whether families are engaging 
with the treasure hunt.

If possible, and social distancing guidelines 
allow, you could consider setting up a table 
at one of your clue locations to chat with 
people as they explore the treasure hunt.

To finish
Take down the posters and clue sheets on 
the agreed date, and correspond with local 
authorities, businesses and landowners to 
thank them for the opportunity to have had 
these displayed in the local area.

Keep praying for the children and families 
who took part in the treasure hunt. Respond 
quickly to any responses received, such as 
emails and new followers on your social 
media channels.
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Ideas for using In Search of Easter in 
other contexts:

Church 
• Hold an Easter treasure hunt event 

in your building or grounds, inviting 
families to book a slot to come and take 
part.

• Invite a few families to meet together 
online, find the clues and watch the 
videos together, followed by a discussion 
(see discussion questions on pages 6 
and 7).

• Ask church members to put the main 
poster or clue sheets on their front 
garden walls or gates. Publicise the 
treasure hunt through community 
groups, community boards and 
community social media pages.

School
• Invite one class at a time to follow the 

treasure hunt in a school hall or around 
the school grounds, using the school’s 
tablet devices. The class could then 
watch the final video all together back 
in their classroom and the teacher 
could lead a discussion. Some sample 
questions are given on pages 6 and 7. 
Possible extension ideas include:
• asking the class to produce their own 

news report or newspaper front page 
with the title ‘Jesus: Dead and Alive?’

• inviting the children to retell the story 
from the point of view of one of the 
people in it

• asking older children to produce a set of 
statements in response to the following: 
‘Christians believe that Easter is…’ or 
‘Easter is special to Christians because…’

• encouraging younger children to 
create an Easter card that shows what 
Christians believe Easter is all about.

• If the class, bubble or group is unable 
to do the exploring or searching part of 
the treasure hunt activity, invite them 
to look at the clue sheets and watch 
the videos in class together, and then 
complete some of the activities above.

• Put the treasure hunt clue sheets up in 
your local area, working with the school 
to help set a homework task, eg do the 
treasure hunt with your family or bubble 
(in line with local lockdown restrictions).

• If children are not in school due to illness 
or are self-isolating, the school could 
send the clue sheets by email or even 
through the post for children to watch 
the videos and do the activities at 
home.

At home
A family might choose to use the resource 
as part of an online Easter celebration with 
family and friends spread across the country 
or even around the world!

Different family members 
could each have a 
different clue sheet 
hidden somewhere 
in their house and 
take it in turns to find 
the clue and watch 
the video or do the 
activities. They tell the 
other family members what 
they have discovered and use 
some of the questions on pages 6 and 7 to 
discuss their clue. They could then crack the 
code together and watch the final video.
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In Search of Easter discussion starter 
questions
These questions are discussion starters for 
use after each clue. (Pick the ones that will 
best suit the children you are working with.)

After Clue 1 (Palm Sunday)
• I wonder what the 

owner of the donkey 
felt like, seeing the 
men untying his 
donkey. How would 
you feel if someone came 
and took your pet from out 
of your garden?

• I wonder what the 
donkey’s owner knew about Jesus. 
Do you know any stories about Jesus? 
Perhaps you could share the story with a 
friend or your family.

• This was going to be a very special 
journey, one that would be talked about 
for ever. Why do you think Jesus went by 
donkey?

• Jesus was really well known at the time 
and in the area where he lived. How 
would you feel if a famous person came 
to your town? What would you do?

After Clue 2 (Peter video)
• Peter really let Jesus 

down as a friend. 
How would you 
have responded 
to Peter in this 
situation? Would 
you have forgiven 
him? 

• Peter really wanted to 
say sorry to Jesus for what he had done. 
Why do you think it’s good to say sorry 
when we do things wrong?

After Clue 3 (at the cross)
• Imagine that you were there on that 

day and saw all these things happening. 
How do you think you would have felt? 

• I wonder how Lucas felt as he had to do 
what he was told to do. Do you think he 
liked doing this? 

• What makes a good friend? How do 
you show your friends that you care for 
them? 

• Lucas was wondering why someone 
like Jesus – who did so many amazing 
and kind things for so many people – 
ended up on a cross. I wonder why you 
think Jesus was put to death in this 
way. I wonder if this could be one of the 
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reasons that Christians think Jesus is so 
special and that Easter is so special to 
them. What do you think? 

• I wonder what you think Jesus might 
have meant when he said, ‘It is finished.’ 
Any ideas? 

• I wonder who you think Jesus is, and 
what his death might mean.

• Here’s something to think about. In the 
Bible it says this: ‘God loved the people 
of this world so much that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who has faith 
in him will have eternal life and never 
really die’ (John 3:16 (CEV)). 

• Did you know that one of the reasons 
Jesus died was to show us all how much 
God loves us? It’s because Jesus died 
on the cross that we can be friends with 
God again. What do you think about 
this? How does that make you feel? 

• Look at the heart shapes you have just 
made. Let them 
remind you that 
God loves you. 

After Clue 4 (Nicodemus video)
• It’s definitely 

hard to be different 
from everyone else. 
Have you ever done 
something that 
made you stand out 
from the crowd? 

• What do you think 
about some of the things 

Jesus said, such as: ‘Love 
your enemies, and forgive those who 
hurt you’?

• Can you remember a time when you 
had to be brave? Perhaps you could 
share that with the group.

After Clue 5 (Mary video)
• Can you describe 

a time when you 
saw something 
incredible 
happen? Perhaps 
you could share 
that with the 
group.

• Have you ever seen 
something that you can’t 
explain?

• What do you think Mary was feeling 
when she found the tomb and Jesus 
wasn’t there?

• Imagine you are Mary. What would you 
have done?
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Sample permission letter

Copy and adapt this template for your own situation.

Subject: [Your church name] In Search of Easter

[church name] have access to an exciting new opportunity to engage children and families in the 
local area. In Search of Easter is a walking treasure hunt that encourages families with children to 
explore the local area to find five clues – posters with QR codes or other activities on – in order to 
help crack a code, unlocking a virtual space where they hear about the real meaning of Easter. The 
QR codes take families to videos that contain clues and fun challenges to do while they explore 
and search, while the other clue posters tell the story through text with some challenges to do. 

[church name] would like permission to put these posters up in/at [name of park/estate/local 
area/business]. For the treasure hunt to work, the clue posters with information, including the 
details of QR codes and picture/puzzle activities, need to be put up around the area. We have 
included a copy of the posters for your reference.

To allow enough time for families to engage, we would like the posters to be up for [duration – eg 1 
week]. Members of the church will put posters up on [date] and then remove them on [date].

I hope you are as excited about this project as we are. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you 
have any questions or concerns.

I look forward to hearing from you,

[sign-off from church]
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