David

The Shepherd Boy

Introduction

This week’s Bible lesson comes from 1 Samuel 16:1-13, where Samuel anoints
David, a young shepherd boy, as the next king of Israel. Some of the key points
we will examine are
•

We need to finish well.

•

God looks at the heart of people and not their outward appearance.

•

God uses the li�le things to prepare us for the big things.

•

We need to be pa�ent and wait on God’s promises.

Video playlist

Lesson Guide
Begin this week’s lesson by reviewing the lesson on King Saul. Explain how the people wanted a king to be
like everyone else. They were delighted with King Saul because he looked like a good king. He was tall,
handsome and strong. He looked like a king. Explain that he started off well, but soon, things went wrong.
Use this opportunity to talk you your child about finishing well. Explain that it’s not only about star�ng
something good. Think of some examples, for example: e.g. Maybe they start �dying their toys well, but
then get fed up and leave a mess. Maybe they listen really well to some instruc�on and later begin to do
their own thing.
Share how King Saul began to do his own thing and so God told Samuel it was �me to anoint a new king of
Israel.
Read the passage of how Samuel went to Jesse’s home. Explain how Jesse showed all his sons and almost
forgot about David because he was out in the field with the sheep. Ask your child if they think a small boy
looking a�er sheep would make a good king?
Cut out some photos of people for a magazine or online. Have your child choose different people for
different ac�vi�es. For example, someone to sing, someone to move something heavy, someone to help
someone who is sick and so on. Explain how we o�en judge people by how they look, but God cares about
what we are really like on the inside.
Remind your child that they are never too small for God to use.
Explain how David took excellent care of his father’s sheep in the field. Think about something sheep need:
Food, water, protec�on, shelter, and so on. You could take a trip to a local farm and visit some sheep with
your child.
Share how God saw that David had a good heart and really looked a�er the sheep. God knew that if he took
good care of the sheep, he would also take good care of His people. Remind your child how it is important
to do the small things and big things well. Read Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord.”
Talk to your child about being pa�ent. You remind them of how you promise something, you will keep your
promise, but they some�me must wait. For example, I will take you to the park this a�ernoon. Explain that
even though David was anointed king by Samuel, he had to wait a long �me before he actually became king.
We must wait for God’s promises, but God always keeps His promises.
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God told Samuel it was time to find a
new king.

1

Jesse first son was tall, strong and
handsome. Samuel thought he
looked like a king. But God said
“No.”

Saul thought he could do what he
wanted as long as he said sorry
afterwards.

2

He brought his other sons, but God
kept saying, “No, not this one.”

Samuel asked Jesse to bring his
sons to anoint one of them.

He stopped obeying God and
began to do his own thing.

Samuel was sad.

God told to go to Bethlehem and to
a man named Jesse.

Not long after Saul became king, he
started to become proud.

A New King

Samuel told Jesse to bring David
to him.
3

Samuel asked Jesse if he had
any other sons?
Jesse’ said, “Only the youngest,
but he is out in the fields looking
after the sheep.”
David was just a boy. Nobody
thought he could be king.

David did not become king
straight away, but he knew
God had a special plan for him.
4

As soon as Samuel saw David,
he knew he was the one God
had chosen.
God saw David’s heart.
Samuel took oil and anointed
David.

Games and Activities
You can’t judge a book by
its cover
Take your child to a local library.
Have them pick out some books
that they think look nice to read.
Explain the phrase, “Don’t judge
a book by it’s cover.’ Explain how
we need to look at both the
inside and the out.

I would pick..
Place some random household
items on a table.
Explain a problem you have.
For example, “I need
something to drink with.”
The child must then pick the
best item. If old enough, you
can also ask them why they
choose that item.

Balloon sheep
Ask your child to imagine that the
balloon are sheep. You could even
draw on some faces.
Have them look after the sheep
keeping them in one place.
When they are not looking, you
could move one of the sheep. Any
time they find one, they must
return it to the other sheep.
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How tall are these people?

Trace and colour

I can count _ hearts
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Cut out the back of the sheep and glue
to match
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Match the people with the words

Cheeky
Fast
Strong
Weak
Happy
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Fluffy Sheep Craft

What you need

• Copy of sheep colouring
page
• Colour pencils / crayons
• Glue
• Cotton wool

What to do

Colour in the page

Pull apart the cotton wool

Glue onto sheep

Heart Magnifying glass
What you need
• Template on white card
• Colour pencils / crayons
• Glue
• Scissor
• Clear plastic wrap

Colour and cut out

What to do

Stick clear plastic on reverse
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Glue both reverses together
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1 Samuel 16:7

4. Place some clear plastic on the inside of heart and glue both sides
together.

3. Ask an adult to cut out the magnifying glasses and inner hearts

2. Colour in the pictures

1. Print onto white card

1 Samuel 16:7
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Worship Time
The lord looks at heart
https://youtu.be/OzsoOy7YMWY

Man Looks On The Outside
https://youtu.be/yoQwSChEhtU

Looking At My Heart
https://youtu.be/AS0Dgv-iJPo

Prayer Time
Thank God for the gifts he has given you.

Ask God to help you to see people the way
He sees people.
Ask to to help you do everything for Him.

Next Week

David and Goliath
Uploaded 16th August 2019
If you haven’t already done so, sign up
to receive future lesson by email.
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